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decisive manner of Tacitus, who outwits himself and his reader;—but
with the officious humility of a heart devoted to the assistance merely
of the inquisitive;—to them I write,—and by them I shall be read,—
if any such reading as this could be supposed to hold out so long,—to "
the very end of the world.—sterne.
The modern newspaper writer who overdoes the use of dashes
is seldom as incorrect as Sterne, but is perhaps more irritating:
There are also a great number of people—many of them not in the
least tainted by militarism—who go further and who feel that a man in
order to be a complete man—that is, one capable of protecting his life,
his country, and his civil and political rights—should acquire as a boy
and youth the elements of military training,—that is, should be given
a physical training of a military character, including . . .—Spectator.
It must be added, however, that Beadnell himself helps to
make things worse, by countenancing the strange printer's
superstition that (,—) is beautiful to look upon, and (—,) ugly.
Under these circumstances we shall have to abandon our
usual practice of attending only to common mistakes, and
deal with the matter a little more systematically. We shall
first catalogue, with examples, the chief uses of the dash;
next state the debatable questions that arise; and end with
the more definite misuses. It will be convenient to number
all examples for reference; and, as many or most of the quota-
tions contain some minor violation of what we consider the
true principles, these will be corrected in brackets.
i. Chief common uses.
a.	Adding to a phrase already used an explanation, example,
or preferable substitute.
 1.	Nicholas Copernicus was instructed in that seminary where it is
always happy when any one can be well taught,—the family circle.—B.
(Omit the comma)
 2.	Anybody might be an accuser,—a personal enemy, an infamous
person, a child, parent, brother, or sister.—lowell. (Omit the comma)
 3.	That the girls were really possessed seemed to Stoughton and his
colleagues the most rational theory,—a theory in harmony with the rest
of their creed.—lowell. (Omit the comma)
b.	Inviting the reader to pause and collect his forces against
the shock of an unexpected word that is to close the sentence.
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